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Date of birth: October 11th, 1944. Place of Birth: Nummi, Finland 

Marital status: married, three children, three grandchildren 

Contact: hannu.saloniemi@helsinki.fi 

 

Degrees and Professional Qualifications: Licentiate of Veterinary Medicine (DVM degree), College 

of Veterinary Medicine, Helsinki 1970, PhD, College of Veterinary Medicine, Helsinki (Environmental 

factors on bovine mastitis) 1980, Docent Competence in Animal Hygiene, College of Veterinary 

Medicine, Helsinki 1981, Docent Competence in Animal Science, Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, 

University of Helsinki 1981, Professor Competence in Farm Animal Medicine 1984, Diplomate of the 

European College of Veterinary Public Health (Population Medicine) 2002. 

 

Work experience: Lecturer in College of Veterinary Medicine, Helsinki 1970-1984, Head of Mastitis 

Laboratory, National Veterinary Institute 1984-1986, Professor in Animal Hygiene 1987-2008 

(Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Helsinki 1995- ), retired 2009. 

 

Educational experience: Lectures in animal hygiene (including preventive veterinary medicine, 

mastitis prevention, and farm animal ethology) and animal nutrition for veterinary students 1970-

2008, production environment and hygiene for animal science students 1980-2000. Hundreds of 

lectures for farmers, secondary school students and public. Presentations and interviews in radio 

and TV. 

 

Supervision of scientific studies: Sixteen PhD thesis work covering farm animal ethology and animal 

welfare, invasive epidemiology in porcine diseases, vitamin E in ruminant nutrition, hereditary 

disease control in dogs. Supervised also more than one hundred veterinary licentiate and master 

thesis. 

 

Administrative duties: Department head 1989-1995, Member of the College Council 1989-1995, 

Vice dean 1995-1997, Dean 1997-2006, Member of the University Board 1997-2006, Chairman of 

the University Collegium 2003, Academic advisor in the Renovation of Helsinki University 

Administration 2008-2009, Member of the Reform group of the University of Helsinki 2011-2012, 

Head of the Graduate School for Farm Animal Welfare 2004-2008. 

 

Confidential posts in ISAH: Member of the Extended Board 1973-1988, Executive Board member 

1988-2000, President 1994-1997. 

 

Other confidential posts, national: Board member and Vice Chairman of the Finnish Veterinary 

Association 1975-1981, Board member and Chairman in three veterinary research foundations over 

the years 1984-2014, Head of the Finnish Herd Health Council 1982-1990, Chairman of the Milk 



Hygiene Association 1995-2010, Head of the Finnish Farm Animal Welfare Council 2010-2012, 

Several governmental committee chair and memberships in Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Education and Ministry of Trade and Industry 1972-2012. 

Other confidential posts, international: Nordic organization group for postgraduate studies in 

Veterinary epidemiology 1982-1986, 1998-2000, International Dairy Federation’s Mastitis Expert 

Group 1987-1998 , European Association for Animal Production, Commission of Animal 

Management and Health, Secretary and Vice Chairman 1988-1997, Scientific Veterinary Committee 

of European Union 1994-1997, Nordic Cooperation Network in Veterinary Sciences 1992-2004, 

Board of Nordic Veterinary and Agricultural Universities’ Network 1997-2006. 

  

Evaluator of studies and organization: Slovenian Faculty of Veterinary Medicine , Ljubljana 2000, 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Jelgava, Latvia 2001, 2010, 2015, Norwegian Veterinary College, 

Oslo 2005, Swedish Veterinary and Animal Science Faculty, Uppsala 2012. 

 

Evaluator of Professorships: Animal Hygiene, Norwegian College of Veterinary Medicine 1988, 

Animal Science, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 1993, Agricultural Building Analyses, 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 1996, Preventive Veterinary Medicine, Norwegian 

College of Veterinary Medicine 1992 and 2000, Veterinary Genetics, Norwegian College of 

Veterinary Medicine 1998, Production Diseases in Cattle, Royal Veterinary and Agricultural 

University, Copenhagen 1996, Veterinary Epidemiology , Royal Veterinary and Agricultural 

University, Copenhagen 2001, Veterinary Epidemiology, Cornell University, USA, Veterinary 

Epidemiology University of Prince Edward Island, Canada, Animal Hygiene, Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences 2013. 

 

Keywords (and activities): animal hygiene, herd health (organizer of production disease recording 

system on Finnish dairy farms 1982), mastitis (organizing of mastitis prevention in Finland), 

production environment, ethology of farm animals, animal welfare (promoting of research of 

ethology and animal welfare science in Finland), phytoestrogens, veterinary education (developing 

1972-2008). 

 

Decorations: White Rose of Finland for Class I Knight 1998, Silver honour of the Finnish voluntary 

auxiliary paramilitary organization for boys during the World War II 2015, Silver plate of the 

University of Helsinki 2004, Honorary member of ISAH 2005, PhD honoris causa Tartu, Estonia 2007 

and Jelgava, Latvia 2013, Honorary member of Finnish Animal Breeding Association 2008, Honorary 

member of Finnish Association for Food Animal Practitioners 2008, Honorary member of Finnish 

Veterinary Association 2009, Golden mark of the Finnish Animal Protection Association 1997, Pro 

Animalia award of the animal protection league ‘Animalia’ 1997, 2003. 

 

Military rank: lieutenant 
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